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Abstract

Scholars of language believe that where there is no language there is no
development, thus language is pivotal in the implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). This study aims to explore a language-based
approach to the achievement of SDGs. Studies and reports describe language
theories such as Edward Sapir-Benjamin Lee Whorf Linguistic Determinism
Theory, Geoffery Leech’s five characteristics of language, Lev Vygotsky
Developmental Theory, Jim Cummins Principles of Language — Basic
Interpersonal Skills/Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency and other
relevant linguistic concepts vis-a-vis sustainability goals and enumerate how
the SDGs can be translated into a plan of action through the language-based
approach. Specifically, the study focuses on Goal 3- Good health and well-
being, Goal 4 - Quality education, Goal 16 - Peace, justice, and strong
institutions, and Goal 17 - Partnership for the goal. Qualitative meta-analysis
was employed using a five-step synthesis approach: 1) Exploring the field and
defining research questions 2) search, selection, and appraisal of studies
(sampling procedure) 3) data extraction 4) aggregation and 5) synthesis to
analyze data from reports, symposiums, and studies as the main sources of
data. In the iterative analyses, aggregates of concepts were identified: 1)
language 2) language users 3) inclusiveness, equality, and sustainability 4)
Sustainable Development Goals and language-based approaches. Other
concepts were extracted from data such as diversity of language, language and
culture, multilingualism, plurilingualism, multiculturalism, multilinguality,
mother tongue-based multilingual education, literacy and reading skills,
communication disabilities, minority vs. dominant languages, language loss
and language maintenance, rights language to health care, inclusivity,
vulnerability, diversity, equality, global citizenship, transparency and
integrity, nationalism, national unity and collective identity and their
centrality in the development, implementation, and successful completion of
the SDGs.

Keywords:  language-based  approach, language theories,
multilingualism, qualitative meta-analysis, sustainable development goals
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Background of the Study

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you
talk to him in his language that goes to his heart,”

Nelson Mandela

Language is the primary means of communication between people
to convey thoughts, feelings, intentions, and desires to others (Bonvillain,
2003 as cited in Mweri, 2020; Ezeh & Obiageli, 2020). Nwadike (2004 as
cited in Ezeh & Obiageli, 2020) views language as the key to the heart of
the people. "If we lose the key, we lose the people. If we treasure the key
and keep it safe, it will unlock the doors of wealth or affluence,” thus
leading to national development. Tantamount to this, according to Nyasulu
(2014 as cited in Mweri, 2020), ‘the role of language in socio-economic
development cannot be overemphasized. Where there is no language there
is no development...’

Language is indeed pivotal in the implementation of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). In September 2015, the Philippines and 192
other United Nations member states joined hands to work towards the
achievement of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.
According to the Intrac blog, “the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
aim to put the most vulnerable populations first and to leave no one behind.
This implies communicating in a multiplicity of languages, yet the SDGs
are silent on language issues.” (2017 cited in Mweri, 2020, p. 17) Also,
Ezeh and Obiageli (2020) noted that “little attention was given to the
societal organs/medium that will assist the realization of these goals such
as language.”

This study aims to fill in this gap in language issues and the
achievement of SDGs by emphasizing the propositions, ideas, and
programs proclaimed in symposiums, conferences, and reports as regards
this purpose. Studies and reports deal with relevant language theories such
as Edward Sapir-Benjamin Lee Whorf Linguistic Determinism Theory,
Geoffery Leech’s five characteristics of language, Lev Vygotsky
Developmental Theory, Jim Cummins Principles of Language — Basic
Interpersonal Skills/Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency and other
related concepts on language vis-a-vis SDGs. This also hopes to pull
together the suggested plans of action on SDGs using a language-based
approach.

This study seeks to answer the problem: How can language-based
approach help achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? What are
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the language theories that support sustainability goals? What are the plans
of action contingent on these language theories vis-a-vis sustainable
development goals? Specifically, it aims to describe language theories vis-
a-vis sustainability goals and enumerate how the SDGs can be translated
into a plan of action through a language-based approach. Specifically, the
study focuses on the following: Goal 3 - Good health and well-being, Goal
4 - Quality education, Goal 16 - Peace, justice, and strong institutions, and
Goal 17 - Partnership for the goal.

Conceptual Model and Operational Framework

Language, Development, and Sustainable Development
In the process of searching for studies for meta-analysis, the
following language theories were derived.

Figure 1.

Language-based conceptual model towards the achievement of SDGs

Cummins’ Basic
Vygotsky's Developmental Theory - Interpersonal
concept of development/development Skills/Cognitive
dizcourse, multilateral and multicultural Academic Language
communication Proficiency
Sapir- Sacy
Whorfian ‘ ‘h (BICS/CALP)
Lingnistic L T Mother-tongue/local
?‘:t:rmmlsm ‘ _,/ \\_ languages/ethnic
oy Sustainable lznguages
|' Development 1
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of language e

Ezeh & Obiageli (2020) recognize the significant role language
plays in creating, stating, interpreting, and understanding development
goals as well as in its execution and evaluation process. Sapir-Whorfian
Linguistic Determinism Theory, Leech's five characteristics of language,
and Vygotsky’s Developmental Theory were analyzed vis-a-vis SDGs.
Vygotsky's Developmental Theory also was cited by Vuzo (2019) in his
study of sustainable language education in Tanzania.
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Sapir-Whorfian Linguistic Determinism Theory.

Edward Sapir introduced this theory in 1929 and was subsequently
developed by Benjamin Lee Whorf purporting his idea of linguistic
relativity which means that the way one thinks and expresses his thoughts
influenced by his socio-cultural environment. Taking the SDGs into
account from the prism of this theory, there is a strong relationship between
language and culture, especially in the area of interpreting the goals
through language (Ezeh & Obiageli, 2020).

Leech’s five characteristics of language.

Geoffery Leech (1974 as cited in Ezeh & Obiageli, 2020) identified
five main functions of language in society namely- informative,
expressive, directive, phatic, and aesthetic. Each of these functions of
language can be harnessed in the achievement of the sustainable
development goals in the following ways: “Creating the goals- Language
informs the thinking of the mind, thus, without language, the idea of the
SDGs cannot be conceived. Stating the goals-The expression of the 17
developmental goals can only be expressed through language. It will be
inconceivable that representatives of the 193 countries of the United
Nations sitting in a conference have no means of presenting the mental
conception of the 17 SDGs factually for adoption. Language plays this
vital role. Interpretation and understanding of the goals- The criteria of
clarity, coherence, and organization in any statements facilitate getting the
message across. The language used must have the potential for audience
interaction and involvement. The unitary role of language, therefore, is to
achieve understanding, for active participation and unification of the
speakers' plethora of ideas amongst peoples of diverse ethnic affiliations.
Executing the goals: In the execution of the Sustainable developmental
goals, the role of language is also eminent. At the symposiums on
Language and the SDGs, the discussions were focused on the linguistic
obstacles that could potentially stand in the way of achieving the SDGs.
Language no doubt plays a significant role in the execution of these goals
as intended. Evaluating the developmental process and making
amendments: Language can be used as a measure of the effectiveness of
the developmental process, taking cognizance of the setbacks and
improving and building on viable goals. (pp. 59-60)”

Vygotsky Developmental Theory.

Language plays a role in mental development and development
cannot be separated from its social context. Lev Vygotsky puts it, ‘A word
(language) is a microcosm of human consciousness (thought). A goal can
only be achieved if first conceived (Ezeh & Obiageli (2020). Vuzo (2019)
emphasized what Vygotsky (1962) states "in learning a foreign language
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[it] is contingent on a degree of maturity reached in the native language.
The child can transfer to the new language the system of meanings he
already possesses on his own. The reverse is also true - a foreign language
facilitates the mastering of higher forms of the native tongue. This entails
the building of good language foundation from the second language to
other subsequent languages” (p. 12).

Mweri (2020) purported that people can be reached through their
mother tongue which is crucial in the attainment of SDGs in support of
Cummins’ Basic Interpersonal Skills/Cognitive Academic Language
Proficiency theory and the concept of development.

Mother Tongue (MT).

People are recognized for their mother tongue or local languages.
One’s individuality and community identity are manifested through the
language they are born with. It is imperative to set about development
goals through a language in which people have learned how to think and
how communicate. Thus, these goals envisage a participatory approach to
economic development and genuine participation in the development
process that is dependent on two-way communication between the
implementers of the SDGs and the people. Bonvillian (2003 as cited in
Mweri, 2020, p. 14) asserts that the primary means of interaction between
people is language. People use language to express their thoughts, feelings,
intentions, and desires to others.

Studies suggest the importance of MT-based instruction for
educational quality. Benson (2004), Trudell (2009), and Hanushek &
Woessmann (2008) show a correlation between educational quality and
economic development (cited in Mweri. 2020). Powel (2006 as cited in
Mweri, 2020) argues that “If development is to be about life, it has to be
able to connect with the languages in which its beneficiaries live.”

Basic Interpersonal Skills/Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
(BICS/CALP).

According to Jim Cummins (2003 as cited in Mweri, 2020),
children who acquire a solid foundation in their mother tongue develop
stronger literacy abilities in the school language. Further, Cummins posits
that a child who begins his/her education in his mother tongue gains
numeracy and literacy skills faster than one whose early and formative
education is done in a foreign language. This is because MT learning and
development and use are part of the process in which the child also learns
values, culture, and worldview. This then gives them a chance to move
gradually to another language. This approach, therefore, builds on the first
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language to learn a second language. Quality education therefore would
require that basic education is conducted in MT.

The concept of development.

Development is a form of social change that leads to progress,
acquiring knowledge, and having access to resources for a decent living
(Coetzee 2001 as cited in Mweri, 2020). It can be viewed from the
individual and societal levels.

It is also important to note that communication is an important
prerequisite of development, and this is manifested through language.
Language must be seen to be communicating the intended meaning as a
vehicle for achieving set goals. The language that provides people a
definite shape to their emotions and thoughts (MT) is necessary to achieve
this.

According to Manyozo (2006 as cited in Mweri, 2020) the fact that
any development would involve the coming together of stakeholders in
some form of dialogue, then the language of the people holds the key to
sustainable development. Surprisingly language issues have always been
neglected in development discourse. It is a fact that one can only
participate actively in a social change if one has the access and right (to a
language), individually and collectively

Multilingualism and the concept of plurilingualism (mother tongue
plus two other languages) were put forth by the study by Stein-Smith
(2016) and the study language group and the United Nations (2017) stating
that these concepts foster and encourage global citizenship and a
sustainable world. Vuzo (2019) also in his study of sustainable language
education in the Tanzanian context advances the idea that multilingualism
should be promoted in his country stressing the importance of being
multilingual and competent in communication strategies which greatly
contributes to interconnectedness in modern life. Vuzo posits that
multilinguality can be sustained only if languages are in complementary
relationships in the country.

Multilingualism.

The United Nations has been proactive in promoting its policy of
multilingualism, with 6 official languages representing its nearly 200
members. The United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI), with its core
value of a "shared culture of intellectual social responsibility,” has taken
the UN policy of multilingualism to university students around the world,
especially through its principle #6, "a commitment to encouraging global
citizenship through education.”



Language-based approach in achieving Sustainable Development Goals:.... 189

Preparing future generations of global citizens will require a
multilingual and multicultural framework - the United Nations is ideally
situated to play a leading role (Stein-Smith, 2016). The study emphasized
that multilingualism is essential for effective communication,
understanding of other cultures, and the development of global citizenship
values.

Methodology

Timulak (2009 as cited in Drape, Rudd, & Lawrence, 2020)
described meta-analysis as a concise and comprehensive picture of
findings across studies that investigate the same general research topic.
Also, Schreiber, et al., (1997 as cited in Drape, Rudd, & Lawrence, 2020)
proposes that qualitative meta-analysis is characterized by "the aggregating
of a group of studies to discover the essential elements and translate the
results into an end product that transforms the original results into a new
conceptualization" (p. 314). Finfgeld (2003 as cited in Drape, Rudd, &
Lawrence, 2020) as well, characterized qualitative meta-analysis as ‘‘a
new and integrative interpretation of findings that is more substantive than
those resulting from individual investigations’’ (p. 894). The present study
examined data from symposiums, reports, reviews, and studies about its
objectives in a comprehensive manner using this method to consolidate
concepts and recommendations on how a language-based approach can
achieve sustainable development goals.

Further, the methodological approach for this study employed and
modified Nowak’s five-step synthesis approach (2011 as cited in Ollinger
2012) to suit the context of the present study: 1) Exploring the field and
defining research questions 2) Search, selection, and appraisal of studies
(sampling procedure) 3) Data extraction 4) Aggregation 5) Synthesis. In
the present study, qualified samples had to: (1) describe the linguistic
theory or concepts vis-a-vis SDGs and (2) discuss recommendations for
the achievement of SDGs, particularly on SDG#3, 4, 16, and 17. Other data
sources include reports on the impact of COVID-19 and reviews on the
implementation of SDGs to put the concepts in context.

The study was approved by the university Institutional Review
Board for a qualitative design.
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The overarching research question pertains to the diversity of languages
and the capacity of local languages to be relevant to the achievement of
SDGs. The focus of studies results from specific to broad concepts of the
diversity of language, language and culture, multilingualism,
plurilingualism, multiculturalism, multilinguality, mother tongue-based
multilingual education, literacy and reading skills, communication
disabilities, minority vs. dominant languages, language loss and language
maintenance, rights language to health care, inclusivity, vulnerability,
diversity, equality, global citizenship, transparency and integrity,
nationalism, national unity and collective identity and their relevance to
SDGs. Notable is the contrasting studies of the relevance of the English
language to fostering national unity (Obiegbu, 2015) against the study on
indigenous languages that promote multiculturalism (Nwanyanwu. 2017)
in the Nigerian context.

In the iterative analyses, aggregates of concepts were identified: 1)
language 2) language users 3) inclusiveness, equality, and sustainability 4)
Sustainable Development Goals and language-based approaches. Some
key findings are discussed in Table 2.

Table 2.

Aggregates of concepts

Language
- Speech
- Communication, inclusive, multi-directional communication
- Reading proficiency
- Dominant (foreign) vs. minority languages (low-prestige), migrant languages
- Official language (English/prestigious) vis-a-vis national/ethnic languages
- Mother tongue
- Multilingualism, Plurilingualism
- Medium of instruction
- Medium of formulating and enforcing acts

Language users
- Vulnerable people
» permanently settled refugees/migrants,
» temporarily settled refugees/migrants, and
» indigenous or heritage language minorities
- People with communication disability
» Those with speech, language, and communication impairments; which
are difficulties communicating with others in their preferred language
- Students/Learners across levels
- Local and global stakeholder




200

E. Rada

Table 2.

Continued

Inclusiveness, Equality, and Sustainability

Mutual understanding

Compromise

Use of common language

peaceful coexistence through a shared vision and shared goals
multicultural framework toward global citizenship

communication skill is one of the future skills that account for sustainable
livelihoods

sustainable development as development that “meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs
...good, sustainable development is concerned with the empowerment of local
communities, and that efforts towards this purpose should build on the local
cultures and languages and the knowledge encoded in them, rather than replace
them."

impact of Covid-19

Sustainable Development Goals and language-based approaches

SDG3 — Health and well-being

» Good communication for information dissemination and treatment

» Universal health coverage to include speech and language therapy and
audiology services (3.8)

» Culturally and linguistically appropriate care

SGD4 — Quality education

» Individualized sustainable development solutions to challenges of
vulnerable populations

» Linguistically aware efforts at multilateral communication and
information dissemination to uncover the root causes of vulnerability

» Access to quality education should be understood to encompass the
language skills needed for literacy and learning. Appropriate
adjustments should be done to support an inclusive communication
environment, especially, for those with communication disabilities who
are at risk of educational failure

» Use of the skills learned from MT so that children can learn other
languages for wider communication

» Interdisciplinary approach to foreign language education on the college
and university level, developing an open online repository of teaching
materials and providing a forum where scholars and practitioners can
share experiences and best practices both regularly through social
media

» Assessment of the linguistic strategies adopted for quality education
and evolvement of a viable medium of communication and education

» Literacy and numeracy skills are the cornerstones to a student’s
academic and future professional success (4.6)
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Table 2.
Continued

- SDG16 — Peace

» Local languages can increase the participation of people in society,
reduce their exclusion from all institutions and raise awareness in their
communities about the realities of conflict

» Language serves as a medium for formulating and enforcing judicial
acts

- SDG17 - Partnership

» Through local languages partnerships between governments, the
private sector, and civil society can be established for a clear
understanding of the SDGs and their implementation

» Incorporation of language or multilingualism into the discussion of
sustainability and sustainable development for the participants and
experts to communicate smoothly

» Knowing one's MT well is a matter of pride, boosts one's confidence,
and creates awareness in the individual's mind while also helping one
connect with their cultural identity, as well as has commercial benefits
as the international businesses go the local way, the importance of
mother tongues has exponentially increased.

» Before development can come to a people, there must be a means of
communication and language quickly comes to play. The international
community can easily and comfortably be reached because of the
prestigious language._A language is a tool for sustained national
development. The love of a country has to be manifested through the
language that everybody can understand lest the ethnic agenda be
implied.

Language.

One significant aggregate of concepts emphasizes language and its
different contexts. The terminologies of speech, language, and
communication were delineated in the study by ICP (Hussain et al, 2018).
Language is more encompassing than speech which refers only to sounds
and appropriate voice, pitch, volume, and intonation while communication,
on the other, is the manner of expressing thoughts and feelings, whether
verbal or non-verbal. Since the mantra of SDGs is to ‘leave no one behind”,
those with communication disabilities should also be given attention.

One of the macro-skills in communication is reading. A discussion
paper by the Philippine Institute of Development Studies (Reyes et al,
2019) shows that poor reading skill leads to poor grades in school. More
so, communication skill is one of the future skills that account for
sustainable livelihoods. Literacy and numeracy skills are the cornerstones
to a student's academic and future professional success. NAT results
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showed that Grade 6 and 10 students are proficient in Filipino in the
aspects of problem-solving, information literacy, and critical thinking.
This is supported by the report of the Department of Economic and Social
Affairs in collaboration with more than 50 international agencies that
reading proficiency among macro-skills of communication accounts for
literacy skills.

The significance of dominant language vis-a-vis minority
language/s was compared. English is considered a dominant language for
its value in global communication, economy, education, and technology.
But the value of local languages, better known as the mother tongue (MT),
cannot be discounted. Based on studies, mother tongue fluency facilitates
cognitive development as well as intellectual development, critical
thinking, and literacy skills. Over and above these skills, based on
Cummins' BICS/CALP theory, MT develops stronger literacy abilities in
the school language, connects to one's values, cultural identity, and pride,
and boosts confidence. MT as well becomes an instrument for dialogue
between international business and the local stakeholders making the local
language a key to sustainable development. This justifies the
implementation of Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-
MLE), with 18 major languages,16 as languages of instruction, enabling
students from non-dominant language communities to build a strong
educational foundation in the language they know best.

Multilingualism or multiplicity of languages or plurilingualism,
“mother tongue + 2”, are significant in the following context (Stein-Smith,
2016): Felt at the international and global level and societies and
organizations; essential to effectively communicate issues and addressing
situations whether in education, environment and health; critical in
communicating ideas and underlying subtext and goal; offer insights into
other culture which is key to the interdisciplinary area of global
understanding and intercultural competency; and part of personal cultural
identity, shaping worldview and values and empowerment

Language indeed plays a significant role in several aspects such as
the following (Ezeh & Obiagli, 2020): Research to combat diseases;
linguistic strategies for a viable medium of communication and education,
toward quality education; and language serves as a medium of formulating
and enforcing judicial acts based on equity and fairness in promoting
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development.
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Language users.

Another aggregate of concept’s points to the users of the language.
The word “vulnerable” has been used several times across SDGs. In a
symposium (UN final report, 2017), vulnerable groups were categorized
into three: 1) permanently settled refugees/migrants, 2) temporarily settled
refugees/migrants, and 3) indigenous or heritage language minorities.

In a study by Mweri (2020), it is contention between dominant
language (foreign) vis-a-vis minority languages being used as the medium
of instruction/communication in the educational and societal systems such
as in government. Especially, for speakers of low-prestige languages
(minority  languages), inequality is reinforced through the
institutionalization of legal, economic, educational, and social
discrimination in the form of languages of education and government that
are inaccessible or difficult to access.

Further, it has been proposed that "in the formulation and
implementation of sustainable development policy, the individual
circumstances of each of these and other vulnerable populations must be
addressed — indeed must constitute the guiding principle in development
efforts.” In effect, the root causes of vulnerability of these groups must be
tracked through linguistically aware efforts at multilateral communication,
thus, facilitating individual, community, and state ownership of the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Inclusiveness, Equality, and Sustainability.

Another significant aggregate of concepts is the delineation of the
spheres of inclusivity, equitability, and sustainability. Inclusive education
should provide accessible, diverse media of instruction and
communication in our educational system to accommodate vulnerable
people.

SDG3 - Healthcare is highly dependent on good communication
and those with communication disabilities are at a disadvantage when it
comes to access and safety in healthcare encounters, for example,
medication errors, and delays in treatment (Hussain et al, 2018)

SDG4 - Quality education should encompass the language skills
needed for literacy and learning. Those with communication disabilities
are deprived to learn these skills which may impact their educational
attainment thus they are at risk of educational failure, if without
appropriate adjustments to support an inclusive communication
environment.
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Inclusivity invites the process of increasing participation of society,
citizens taking a genuine interest in what their government is doing and
raising awareness in their communities about the realities of conflict and
the importance of peaceful and just societies. This involvement is possible
through the help of schools, clubs, teams, and organizations to promote
peace and justice. The importance of peaceful coexistence is a reality that
can be communicated effectively through local languages that are
understood by each society.

SDGs, particularly, 4, 16-17 can be attained in the context of
inclusivity and sustainability by acknowledging the importance of peaceful
coexistence through a shared vision and shared goals, placing people at the
center which means using local languages that are understood by each
society

Sustainable development would require a multilingual (in a mother
tongue or second language) and multicultural framework in primary,
secondary, and tertiary education to prepare future generations of global
citizens

Inclusiveness, equality, and sustainability goals can be achieved by
building an educational foundation through language and communication,
literacy as well as numeracy skills with the use of the MTB-MLE approach
that accounts for sustainable livelihoods, academic, and future professional
success.

Sustainable Development Goals and language-based approaches.
SDG #3

- WHO in 1948 defined health as a "State of complete physical,
mental, and social wellbeing, and not merely the absence of disease
or infirmity."

- Healthcare is highly dependent on good communication and those
with communication disabilities are at a disadvantage when it
comes to access and safety in healthcare encounters, for example,
medication errors, delay in treatment

- “Universal health coverage” should include access to speech and
language therapy and audiology services (3.8)

- A higher likelihood of information dissemination about disease
prevention and treatment, and emerging health issues reaching the
target recipients when MT is used

- Funding of professional education in developing countries with a
particular emphasis on developing culturally and linguistically
appropriate care
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SDG #4

Inclusive, equitable, and sustainable education should provide
accessible, diverse media of instruction and communication in our
educational system to accommodate vulnerable people

The following interventions were proposed to address
communication disabilities:

- Development of speech and language therapy and audiology
services and professions

- Funding for developing culturally and linguistically appropriate
care

- Funding for research to determine the global scope of
communication disability

- Usage of alternative means of communication which include
low-tech (e.g., picture-based communication books or boards)
or high-tech (e.g., speech-generating devices) system

SDGs also cater to all youth and adults, hence the following:

- The earliest instruction takes place in the local mother tongue
(Cummins' BICS/CALP Theory)

- Interdisciplinary approach to foreign language education at the
college and university level

- Develop an open online repository of teaching materials

- Provide a forum where scholars and practitioners can share
experiences and best practices both through social media and
in-person at national conferences regularly every 12 to 18
months

SDG #16

Increasing participation in society and reducing their exclusion
from all institutions and raising awareness in their communities about the
realities of conflict can be communicated effectively through local
languages that are understood by each society.

Language serves as a medium of formulating and enforcing acts
(Sapir-Whorfian Linguistic Determinism Theory) against threats of
international homicide, violence against children and women, human
trafficking, and sexual violence to promote peaceful and inclusive societies
for sustainable development
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SDG #17

A successful sustainable development agenda requires partnerships
between governments, the private sector, and civil society. These inclusive
partnerships built upon principles and values, a shared vision, and shared
goals that place people and the planet at the center, are needed at the global,
regional, national, and local levels. Governments can mobilize to reach
their people through local languages for a clear understanding of the SDGs
and their implementation.

A successful partnership involves mutual understanding and
compromises through a common language or languages (Vygotsky's
Developmental Theory). These inclusive partnerships give rise to
principles, values, and shared vision that ensure sustainability in all aspects
of life.

A key aspect of this future, and the potential benefits of increased
global sustainability, is multilingualism. Preparing future generations of
global citizens will require a multilingual and multicultural framework -
the United Nations is ideally situated to play a leading role.
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Figure 2 shows the final conceptual model integrating the concepts
in language-based approaches toward the achievement of SDGs.

Conclusion

As Chomsky (1957 cited in Obiegbu, 2015) puts it, language and
society are so much related, thus, their relationship cannot be
underestimated. “Language is the oil that lubricates activities within any
human society.” Language is indeed pivotal in sustainable development.
With the mission: to leave no one behind," language is a viable instrument
to get the vision of development across a diverse population. So as the
complexity of language concepts needs to be defined and structured, the
concepts of inclusivity, equality and sustainability should be extracted
from the details as well to reach the goals of development. Linguistically
aware efforts should be promoted toward national unity thus facilitating
development. It is recommended that future studies or a systematic
literature review analyze language issues (e.g., minority/low prestige vis-
a-vis dominant/foreign language, multilingualism and multiculturalism,
and national unity) per country and their resolutions toward sustainable
development.



Language-based approach in achieving Sustainable Development Goals:.... 209

References

Baart, J. L.G. (2003). Sustainable development and the maintenance of
Pakistan’s indigenous languages. Conference on the state of the
social sciences and humanities: Current scenario and emerging
trends Islamabad, September 26-27, 2003

Balcitinaitien¢ Asta (2018). Challenges of foreign language teaching and
sustainable development competence implementation in higher
education 10.2478 /vtrr-2018-0004 Vocational Training: Research
and Realities, 29(1), 2018 44

Brisset, N. & Radhika M. (March 2017). For function or transformation?
A critical discourse analysis of education under the Sustainable
Development Goals. Journal for Critical Education Policy Studies,
15(1). ISSN 1740-2743 https://www.researchgate. net/ publication/
314243582

Creswell, J. W. & Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry and research
design: Choose among five approaches, 4"" ed. Sage.

Drape, T., Westfall-Rudd, LDM., & Lawrence, C. (May 2020). A
qualitative meta-analysis examining equity and inclusion in
undergraduate and graduate populations. https://www.
researchgate. net/ publication/341323420

Ezeh. N. G. & Obiageli, U.R. (2020). The role of language in achieving
the world’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). European
Journal of English Language and Literature Studies. 8(6), pp.53-
61

Forman, L., Ooms, G & Brolan, C. E. (Dec., 2015). Rights language in
the Sustainable Development Agenda: Has right to health
discourse and norms shaped health goals? International Journal
Health Policy Management. ; 4(12). 799-804. Published online
2015 Sep 29. https://doi.org.10.15171/ijhpm.2015.171

Hussain, N., Jagoe, C., Mullen, R., O’Shea, A., Sutherland, D., Williams,
C., & Wright, M. (2018). The importance of speech, language and
communication to the United Nations sustainable development
goals: A summary of evidence. International Communication
Project.


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Forman%20L%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26673463
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Ooms%20G%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26673463
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Brolan%20CE%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26673463
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4663082/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4663082/
https://dx.doi.org/10.15171%2Fijhpm.2015.171

210 E. Rada

Language, the sustainable development goals, and vulnerable populations
at the church center for the United Nations, 777 United Nations
Plaza, New York, on 11 and 12 May 2017 Symposium: Study
Group on Language and the United Nations. an independent group
of scholars and practitioners on matters related to the international
use of language (Final Report)

Mweri, J. G. (2020). Sustainable development goals: Reaching people
through their mother tongue. Linguistics and Literature Studies -
http://doi.org.10.13189/11s.2020.080103

Nwanyanwu, A. U. (2017). The place of indigenous languages in
sustainable national development in the twenty-first Century: The
Nigerian perspective. International Journal of English Language
and Communication Studies 3(3), ISSN 2545 - 5702

Obiegbu, I. (2015), The English language and sustainable development in
Nigeria Open Journal of Political Science, 5(2) Article 1D:54264,4
pages 10.4236/0jps.2015.520009.

Ollinger, A. (2012) Communication strategies in ELF. Academia.
Communication_strategies_in_ELF-with-cover-page-v2.pdf

Reyes, C. M., Albert, R.G., Tabuga, A. D., Arboneda, A.A., Vizmanos, V.
& Cabaero, C. C. (2019). The Philippines’ voluntary national
review on the sustainable development goals. Philippine Institute
for Development Studies.

Stein-Smith, K. (2016). The role of multilingualism in effectively
addressing global issues: The sustainable development goals and
beyond. ISSN 1799-2591 Theory and practice in language studies,
6(12), pp. 2254-2259

Sustainability | Free Full-Text | Quality education as a sustainable
development goal in the context of 2030 agenda: Bibliometric
approach | HTML (mdpi.com) International communication project
(www.internationalcommunicationproject.com)

The Sustainable Development Goals Report (2021). United Nations.
Department of Economic and Social Affairs in collaboration with
more than 50 international agencies. http://The-Sustainable-
Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf (un.org)


file:///C:/Users/SBU/Desktop/Radardc2021/AY2021-2022/language%20sdg/Communication_strategies_in_ELF-with-cover-page-v2.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/15/5884/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/15/5884/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/15/5884/htm
http://www.internationalcommunicationproject.com/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2021.pdf

Language-based approach in achieving Sustainable Development Goals:.... 211

Traore, D. (2017). The role of language and culture in sustainable
development 30th - 31st October - 1st - 3rd November 2017,
International Conference of the Consortium for Comparative
Research on Regional Integration and Social Cohesion (RISC).

Vuzo, M. (2019). Implementation of sustainable language education in the
Tanzanian context: A Critical review. School of Education,
University of Dar es Salaam, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania African
Education Indices, 11(1). ISSN 2276 — 982X

Wilhite, Z. B. (2013). Local languages of instruction as a right in education
for sustainable development in Africa Sustainability, 5, 1994-2017;
http://doi.org./10.3390/su505199



	FRONT-COVER
	01 Copyright's page 2022 (Print & Online)
	02 Editorial Board 2022
	03 Table of Contents 2022
	04. Preface BERJ 2022
	05. Edralin and Pastrana formatted as BERJ 2022
	06. Nieva and Prudente formatted as BERJ 2022
	07. Viernes and Pasco formatted as BERJ 2022 
	08. Kimon-Co-formatted-as-BERJ-2022
	09. Viloria formatted as BERJ 2022
	10. Piscos formatted as BERJ 2022
	12. Rada formatted as BERJ 2022
	13. Cruz and Libed formatted as BERJ 2022
	14. Dela Cruz and Angeles formatted as BERJ 2022
	15. De Ramos and  Revilla formatted as BERJ 2022
	16. Alden Luna formatted as BERJ 2022
	16a. Reyes formatted as BERJ 2022
	17. THE BERJ CONTRIBUTORS 2022
	18. Guidelines for Authors 2021
	Extra Page
	24_5cm_x_17_5cm-BedanResearchJournal(BACK) (1)



